
BOTSWANA – SWEDEN
50 years of partnership • 1966 – 2016
The year 2016 marks the 50th anniver-
sary of Botswana’s independence. This 
provides the opportunity to celebrate 
the relation between Botswana and 
Sweden and to bring out some of the 
achievements of the long-standing 
partnership. Aside from the United 
Kingdom, Sweden is the only other 
country in Europe that has made a state 
visit to Botswana, yet the evolution 
of this strong relationship has lacked 
bilateral documentation. 

The book »BOTSWANA – SWEDEN
50 years of partnership« is a collec-
tion of rich material on the diversity 
of the Sweden – Botswana relation-
ship from the early years of Botswa-
na’s independence to today’s broader 
cooperation. The book, in addition to 
putting together information from 
documentary records, relays profes-
sional and personal stories by country 
authorities and experts engaged to 
deliver technical assistance in various 
sectors of Botswana’s economy. The 

book also covers business, cultural 
exchanges and other spin-offs that 
have emerged from the 50 years of 
partnership. 

The book will be published in 2016 
as part of Botswana’s 50th Independ-
ence Anniversary.

200 pages
Price 300 sek/copy + postal fee
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Dr Gaositwe Chiepe, who was then the Minister of Water Affairs 

and Mineral Resources made a very strong impression on me. 

I had many pleasant and fruitful meetings with her during the 

following years, also when she later became Minister of Foreign 

Affairs. Her links with Sweden dated back to contacts she made 

with two missionaries on a boat trip to England, where she was 

going to study. She later also visited them in Sweden. 

I once, after a meeting in her office on a Friday afternoon, asked 

her how often she went to her home village, Serowe. 

– Often, she said, – I will be leaving for Serowe tonight, for  

example. 

– Well, I said, – At least there will be time for some sleep during 

the 300 km trip. 

– No, she said, – I am driving my pick-up myself. 

That, I think, explains why I liked the country and the people at 

all levels, so much, especially their modesty, down to earth and 

low key approach to life.

K-G Engström

Sweden’s Ambassador to Botswana 1981–1984
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i saw the potential in transport when I was employed 
at the Printing and Publishing Company in Gaboro-
ne. At around 1980 I bought my first 15-seater mini 
bus and after a while I added a second one. By 1988 I 
had a fleet of six 65-seater buses and two 30-seaters. 

I had and I still have a passion for transport. 
In 2013 Seabelo Express had 32 buses (18 Volvo 

and 12 Scania, 1 VW crafter, 1 Mercedes Benz 
(Sprinter) and 9 trucks (4 Volvo and 4 Scania). The 
group employs 245 people, making it one of the big-
gest private transport companies in Botswana. 

I was on a trade mission to Sweden for the first 
time in 1988. At that time, I visited Volvo. I was 
very impressed with the Volvo outfit and without 
hesitation decided that all my buses would be made 

seabeLo express – a giant botswana 
transport network with strong  
swedish Links

by Volvo. On that mission, I also visited a number of 
other companies and I could see that the Managing 
Directors of those companies actually were working 
on the floor and participated in all kinds of work. I 
had friends in Botswana who told me to relax and 
sit behind a desk with a white shirt and run the 
operation – but I was always on the job driving and 
never tried to run the business on remote control. 
What I saw in Sweden confirmed that I was running 
the business the right way. 

I was advised by Mr. Gösta Harryson, a Swede 
working at the Botswana Technology Centre, on 
how to run my company. He told me what kind of 
bookkeeping I needed and that I should have my 
monthly salary. I did not like the advice as that was 
the reason why I left my job at the printers – I did 
not want to have a salary, I wanted to be free from 
waiting for a pay cheque! 

When I started my own business, I had my of-
fice in my pocket. Bookkeeping was not a priority. 

»When I started my business, I had my 
office in my pocket. Bookkeeping was 
not a priority.«
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However after a few years of quarrelling with Gösta 
I began to understand that I had to have an organ-
ized bookkeeping which would make it easier to 
present my business idea to banks for funding. Mr. 
Harryson never gave up on me. Even though he left 
Botswana many years ago, we are still visiting each 
other regularly in Sweden or Botswana. 

I was very well treated by Volvo in our earlier 
relations and their products were very good and the 
service was excellent. However, Volvo pulled out of 
Botswana and replaced themselves with an agent. 
Unfortunately the attention and the level of service 
dropped considerably.

I therefore contacted Scania. Their level of ef-
ficiency is high. The after sales back-up is excellent. 
Spare parts are delivered within a week. I have a 
very good experience of Scania today.

We have a good and calm relation with the Swed-
ish businessmen. They are very loyal to their custom-
ers and appreciative of business relationships.

seabelo express: company incorporated in 
Botswana in June 1987 and operates from 
seabelo house in gaborone

seabelo group
•  Seabelo Express, a passenger carriage 
 company
•  Seabelo Carriers, a cargo haulage company
•  Seabelo Travel & Tours, for tourism and 

leisure travel
•  Seabelo Air Travel, for hotel and airport 

transfers 
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Many Swedish students in various dis-
ciplines have conducted MFS work in 
Botswana. This has given them oppor-
tunity to gain experience of people, 
environment and development issues 
in the country.

t he excerpts below are from a diary written 
by Märtha Wallgren, who spent almost 
three month in the Kalahari. Her com-
panions were other MFS-students, Lilian 
Granlund and Maxwell Moyo, an »inesti-

mable« assistant. Märtha´s work ended up in a the-
sis: Mammal communities in the southern Kalahari; 
distribution and species composition. Thanks to a 
SIDA/Sarec funding she could continue her studies 
in Botswana and produce a PhD thesis in 2008.

minor fieLd studies(mfs)

5

8 April 2000
Kalahari is stunning. I could not believe 

my eyes when we left Hukuntsi, our 
“home village” in Matsheng. Five hun-

dred kilometers through the Kalahari 

desert with wavy grass and scattered 

dark green acacias. Is this a desert? I 

learned that there is a shortage of wa-

ter and more sand than in Sahara. I had 

never expected this and I think I will like 

it here. 
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